
WHAT DO
STUDENTS WANT?

Student Goals - 

Our goals are our hopes and dreams for the

future, and they tell us a lot about the things

that are important to us. 

Many Study Work Grow students choose to use

our Goal Generator to set their goals, and we

are able to view the complied data to get an

idea of the kinds of things students are working

towards. 

We found that, in general, they just want to be

happy at work. 

Australians are pretty lucky when it comes to

our quality of life; Gallup’s latest State of the

Global Workplace found that our life evaluation

score is almost double that of the global

average (60% vs 32%). Our students share this

desire for a good life – they want to get a good

job, earn an income, and look after their

community. We identified some key themes

across the goals:

#1 - Students want a job they enjoy

Sure, almost every student has a goal to ‘get a

job’, but many of them had criteria for the kinds

of jobs they want. They’re looking for good,

secure jobs, that let them pay the bills and live

the kind of life they want to live. They also want

to find purpose in their work – around 20% set

a goal to help others - and some also wanted

to protect the environment. 

#2 - They are focused on their grades

Over half of all students set a goal related to

their academic achievement – in fact, grade-

related goals were the most common overall.

Students who wanted to improve their grades

also had a plan to go on to further learning,
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either at university or through VET, and they

also had goals around wealth and home-

ownership. 

#3 - Finding a job is far more popular than

starting a business

Despite the influx of entrepreneurship

programs in schools, students were 5 times

more likely to list ‘find a job’ than a goal

related to running a business. Students may

feel that it is more difficult to start a business

than find a job.

#4 - They value security over leisure

Even though they’re still at school, they’re

already thinking years ahead. For example, 1 in

4 students set a goal directly related to

building wealth, and 1 in 5 are thinking about

buying a house. In contrast, only a few students

set goals related to travel. 

#5 - They care about health and wellbeing

Many students set goals to get more sleep, eat

well, do more exercise, or look after their

mental health. There were more goals related

to health than wealth, home ownership, car

ownership, or even finishing school.

Goals are only an indication of the things

students wish for, and their dreams may not

materialise. Obviously some dreams are going

to be easier for them to achieve than others –

it’s much easier to purchase a car than it is to

secure a home loan approval – but overall I’ve

got to say I was impressed. 

There were very few frivolous goals, and the

vast majority were linked to achievable,

realistic, and measurable outcomes.

Find out more - studyworkgrow.com.au/research

https://www.gallup.com/workplace/350366/australia-new-zealand-workplace-trends.aspx
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THEY WANT TO LIVE HEALTHY

Most students set
relatively short-term
goals; ones they could
expect to achieve within
the next 5 to 10 years,
which means they're not
necessarily thinking long
term about their options. 

We looked at the types of goals our students set, and we
found that they want to find a good job, earn an income
that meets their needs, and look after their community. 

THEY CHOSE
REALISTIC,
MEASURABLE
GOALS THAT
WILL SET THEM
UP FOR LIFE
Study Work Grow

SUCCESS GOALS
74% of students aim to finish
school, improve grades, get a

job, or start a business

LIFESTYLE GOALS
51% of students set fitness &

wellbeing, car or house
purchase, travel, or family goals

SELF-IMAGE GOALS
70% of students want to help others,

be wealthy, find friends, or go to TAFE
or University

They want to be happy
at work

Over half of all students
set a goal related to their
grades or ATAR

Fitness and
Exercise
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Students were x5 more
likely to list 'find a job' than
'start a business'
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